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were separated in the thirteenth century, and the name of
duchy of Saxony came to be applied only to the former.
This little State was to expand in later centuries into the
kingdom of Saxony, just as the Welf domains were to expand
into the kingdom of Hanover. To the fall of Henry the
Lion was due the great transformation which completely
altered the position of Saxony in the map of Germany.
Compared with this the change in Bavaria was of small signifi-
cance. Yet there had been a radical change since the old
days when Bavaria, second in importance to Saxony, had
acted as the bulwark of Germany against the Magyars.
Three duchies—Carinthia, Austria, and Styria—had been
carved out of it, and it was now cut off from all contact with
Hungary. Though truncated, it was still second in import-
ance of the German duchies, but the pride of place had now
passed to Suabia.
Constitu-	These great alterations in the map of Germany mirror the
tional	sweeping changes that were taking place in the constitution
c anges ^ ^ body politic. The old tribal duchies had disappeared
with the break-up of the largest and the most exclusive of
them all. There were more numerous duchies, but, except
for Suabia, they were not comparable with the former ones
in size, in importance, or in cohesion. The title of duke had
not the same significance as before, and other powers had
arisen, of lesser rank but equal authority, such as the land-
grave of Thuringia (now freed from its semi-dependence on
Saxony) and the margrave of Brandenburg ; Otto of Brand-
enburg, elder brother of the new duke of Saxony, was able
to expand rapidly towards the Wcser now that the formidable
rivalry of Henry the Lion was removed. By this distribu-
tion of authority among a number of lesser, instead of a few
greater, princes, the monarchy was rid of the chief menace
to its power and thereby was in a position of much greater
security. Frederick, with his family duchy of Suabia intact,
the royal domains elsewhere at his disposal, and his authority
over the Church unimpaired, seemed so much to overtop his
greatest subjects that only a general coalition against him, of
which there was not the least likelihood, could give him cause
for uneasiness. Had he been of like mind with his contem-
poraries, Roger of Sicily and Henry II of England, he would
have seized the opportunity to consolidate his authority.

